
FINAL 

 

BLOOMFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

 

There was a regular meeting of the Bloomfield Town Council held at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 

February 22, 2016 in Council Chambers, Bloomfield Town Hall, 800 Bloomfield Avenue, 

Bloomfield, CT.   

  

Present were:  Mayor Joan Gamble, Councilors Wayne Hypolite, Derrick Seldon, Patrick 

DeLorenzo, Joseph Merritt, Leon Rivers and Joseph Washington 

 

Also present were: Philip K. Schenck, Jr., Town Manager, Sharron Howe, Assistant to the Town 

Manager and India M. Rodgers, Clerk of Council 

 

Absent was:  Deputy Mayor Sydney Schulman and Councilor Neuwirth 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The meeting began with the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

The public hearing opened at 7:35 p.m. 

 

1. Kevin Gough, 5 Bear Ridge Drive, inquired about the building permit fee for Niagara 

Bottling in the amount of $450,000.  It was explained that $395,000 was collected for the 

foundation/shell.  The remaining amount will be collected at a later date as a separate 

permit for the actual interior contents within the building. 

 

The public hearing closed at 7:40 p.m. 

 

 

ANNOUCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS 

 

Conservation, Energy and Environment Committee (CEEC) – Home Energy Solutions – 

Check Presentation – Bloomfield Fuel Bank 

 

Mrs. Marie MacDonald, Chair of the Conservation, Energy and Environment Committee presented 

a check in the amount of $2775.00 for the Bloomfield Fuel Bank.  The Home Energy Solutions 

Program endorsed by Victory Solutions and New England Conservation Services provide energy 

efficiency measures for residents in town. 

 



The Town of Bloomfield is one of four communities in the state to have earned three “Bright 

Idea” grants of $10,000 each.  In addition, the town is one of twenty towns in the State of 

Connecticut to offer a light bulb swap.  

On Saturday, April 16, 2016 the CEEC will sponsor a “Light Bulb Swap” for residents to receive 

a maximum of five new LED bulbs for old incandescent bulbs. 

 

Black History Month Presentation: Mr. John Loban 

 

Mr. John Loban was one of the “Syracuse 8” football players who boycotted the 1970 football 

season in a collective effort to demand change and promote racial equality within the University 

football program. These student-athletes wanted better medical care for injured players and 

stronger academic support for African American student-athletes; the right to compete fairly for 

any position on the starting team; and racial integration of the football coaching staff.  

 

 

Prosser Library Building Committee 

 

Mr. Mark Weisman, Chair of the Prosser Library Building Committee presented an update of the 

Prosser Library Building Committee charges, planning phase objectives and potential site 

locations. (see attached status update letter) 

 

Mr. Richard Szczypek, Architect from Tai Soo Kim Partners of Hartford gave a brief update 

regarding the scope of library needs and outlook the potential location sites.   

 

Dr. Don Poland of Goman & York Consultants commented on the relation of this project to 

Economic Development as civic institution and a part of the town center.  In addition, they will 

also provide assistance with real estate development and other town economic development 

objectives such as: tax increment financing. 

 

Councilor DeLorenzo inquired about the amount of the State of Connecticut grant program for 

libraries. The maximum grant amount is $1,000,000. 

 

Councilor Merritt mentioned that all meetings of this committee are open to the public.  The 

committee have scheduled meetings every two weeks. 

 

Councilor Hypolite stated that he was pleased to know there is consideration in exploring the 

relocation of Prosser Library to the 330 Park Avenue site. 

 

Councilor Seldon requested additional information regarding the four locations being considered 

with multiple options for each. 

 

Councilor Washington inquired about leasing space at Wintonbury Mall for the library.  It was 

noted that is estimated to cost approximately $10,000,000 - $12,000,000 to build a new site. 

 

 



CITIZEN STATEMENTS & PETITIONS 

 

Councilor Hypolite commented on an outline and a course of action to address concerns 

raised by town residents regarding process, transparency and public input.  It will 

incorporate a comprehensive discussion regarding Economic Development and tax 

incentives.  Meanwhile, the town should consider pivoting efforts to State of Connecticut, 

who has considerable leverage in passing laws and regulations for exemption on a statewide 

basis regarding of public water and the environmental impact. 

 

Mayor Gamble explained that the only action taken by Council was the approval of a tax 

abatement.  It was determined that the Council would consider a new process for future 

negotiations with businesses interested in coming to Bloomfield: 

 

1. Create an expanded e-mail list of the Town Council agenda to those residents who 

request to be added to a circulation list. 

 

2. Automatically e-mail Council agendas to the Chairs of all Boards, Commissions and 

Advisory Committees. 

 

3. All applications for tax abatements will be advertised in the newspaper, subject to 

public discussion in Council Chambers. 

 

4. Request all town applications for zoning, wetlands and tax abatements be amended 

to require disclosure of any developer of the project, to be amended by the applicant 

through the date of approval. 

 

5. Request to the MDC that all of their agendas and minutes be sent to the Town 

Manager for distribution to Council.  These will become public records and available 

to the public 

 

6. Council will require quarterly reports from the MDC representative who will be 

placed on Council agenda.  An immediate notification of any issues involving local 

impacts to residents or businesses. 

 

7. Matters involving environmental impact will be referred to the Environmental 

advisory committee for review and comment. 

 

8. Request a meeting with the Finance and Administration/Education subcommittees in 

conjunction with the Land Use & Economic Development subcommittee study and 

work with staff to make recommendations for reviewing and considering requests for 

municipal tax abatements. 

 

Effective October 1, 2015, the State of Connecticut Legislature passed a new law regarding Tax 

Increment Financing.  Tax increment financing (TIF) is a public financing method that is used to 

incentivize and catalyze development, infrastructure, and other projects. Essentially, it allocates 

the future property tax revenues from a project or project area - that are above and beyond what 



would have been generated without project – to costs associated with the project. The property tax 

benefits from the project are used to help with financing. 

 

Mayor Gamble proposed to meet with five representatives from bloomfieldcitizens.org in a 

public location in Town Hall with another Councilor with those who are interested in further 

discussions regarding transparency and process. 

 

1. Guthrie Sayen, 27 Rundelane spoke regarding the breakdown of the democratic process, 

refusal to acknowledge harms, precious resource is water, no environmental study, no 

traffic study, no cost benefit analysis, not economic development – it’s corporate welfare. 

(see attached letter) 

 

2. Valerie Rossetti, 88 Kenmore Road, recommended a 10 point plan to protect the water 

and democracy as well as the proposed legislation drafted by State Representative David 

Baram (see attached outline). 

 

3. Carmela Garofalo, 10 Westbrook Court, expressed dismay regarding the level of 

pollution that this plant will produce.  She also commented on exploring the option to 

breach the contract with Niagara, rather than polluting the planet even more. 

 

4. Margo Henneback 13 Pent Road, expressed concerns and referenced the “Bay of Pigs” - 

“Groupthink” theories of the Town Council, in which they were irrational in their decision-

making outcomes when deciding to bring Niagara to town. 

 

5. Mark Shapiro, 8 Hampton Lane, read a response from resident Bradley Klein, 82 

Tariffville Road, referencing the public golf course process in comparison to Niagara 

Bottling, designation between ethics and law. 

 

6. Sharon Mann, 1 Adams Road, read an outline of communications via e-mail and public 

record regarding the correspondence between the town and Niagara Bottling. (see 

comment letter attached) 

 

7. Tollie Miller, 88 Kenmore Road, expressed her discontentment with the lack of 

democratic process, turning a blind eye to constituents and the overall damaging impact of 

plastics on the environment. 

 

8. Mark Saunders, 13 Pent Road, commented on the validity of this project and 

expressed concerns of an open process. 

 

9. Kevin Gough, 5 Bear Ridge Drive, presented a cost benefit analysis with updated figures 

regarding the tax abatement for the Niagara project. (see attached) 

 

10. Paula Jones, 5 Bear Ridge Drive, read a portion of e-mail correspondence regarding the 

tax abatement agreement with Niagara and the town.  In additional e-mail 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decision-making
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correspondence, several other towns were listed regarding tax incentives and jobs 

offered. (see attached) 

11. Connie Clifford, 162 School Street, informed residents of her recent inquiry at Geissler’s 

Supermarket regarding the sale of Niagara water products. 

 

12. Lori Brown, spoke about new legislative initiatives, outlaw discounts for large users, 

discount for sewage waste, added surcharges and the requirement of complete level of 

transparency. (see attached) 

 

13. Jane Nodel-Klein, 82 Tariffville Road, read an e-mail exchange between Mayor Gamble 

and Senator Beth Bye. 

 

14. Ayse Ozkaya, 56 Filley Street – reiterated the importance of water as a precious resource.  

She also expressed concerns with hidden information for the local delegation and the 

effect on local agriculture. 

 

15. Susan Yurasevecz, 52 Filley Street – expressed dismay and disappointment with the lack 

of transparency for this project. 

 

16. Al Taylor, 15 Regency Drive – former MDC Commissioner commented on the factual 

information regarding water usage, availability and the sale of water to various business 

entities. 

 

17. Robin Sherwood, 14 Duncaster Road – reiterated the vision for Bloomfield and 

expressed concerns about the town center. 

 

18. Mary Pelletier, Parkwatershed.org (501c3), Hartford resident - stated the importance 

of preserving clean water as a resource and the negative implications of the Niagara 

Bottling project. 

 

19. Lucy Anne Hurston, 5 Christine Circle, expressed discontentment in the entire process, 

lack of transparency, public trust and the abuse of powers as a representative body. 

 

 

REPORT FROM COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEES 

 

Community Services – The next meeting of this subcommittee will be held on March 1, 2016 at 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Administration & Education – The next meeting of this subcommittee will be held on March 7, 

2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Committee on Committees – This subcommittee report will be deferred for discussion under 

Council business. 

 



Finance – This subcommittee met on February 18, 2016 at 5:45 p.m. to discuss the 2015 net grand 

list, which was used for this year fiscal tax analysis.  There was a flat 2.1% increase over the 

subsequent grand list that resulted in $150,000 of additional revenue.  The committee also 

discussed the process to obtain new independent auditors. An RFP was sent out and the town 

received several candidates to be interviewed. 

 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

FY 14/15-39:  Consider and Take Action Regarding TFC Housing Corporation Option 

Agreement   

It was moved by Councilor Merritt, seconded by Councilor DeLorenzo and voted unanimously to 

authorize the extension of the TFC Housing Corporation Option Agreement from August 30, 2016 

to February 28, 2017. 

 

FY 15/16-45:  Consider and Take Action Regarding Proposed Amendment to Section 6-2: 

Permit fees; waivers (following Public Hearing @ 7:30 p.m.) 

It was moved by Councilor Merritt, seconded by Councilor Seldon and voted unanimously that 

Section 6-2 of the Bloomfield Code of Ordinance is hereby amended per the attached 

memorandum. 

This motion was withdrawn by the motioner and seconder based on Council discussion. 

This item was referred to the Finance Subcommittee for further discussion and recommendation. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

FY 15/16-51:  Consider and Take Action Regarding Tax Refunds 

It was moved by Councilor Merritt, seconded by Councilor Washington and voted unanimously 

that tax refunds (per the attached list) be approved in accordance with the memorandum dated 

February 17, 2016. 

FY 15/16-52: Consider and Take Action Regarding Reappointment to the Beautification 

Committee 

It was moved by Councilor Merritt, seconded by Councilor Washington and voted unanimously 

to reappointment the following individuals to the Beautification Committee: 

Barbara Bagnall   1046 Blue Hills Avenue 

Julius Albert Clark, Jr.  337 Rockwell Avenue 



Toni Clark    337 Rockwell Avenue 

Sylvester Agbonta Esangbedo 17 Applewood Road 

Elizabeth R. Landell-Simon  9 Prospect Street 

Heroline T. Lee-Standberry  131 Woodland Avenue 

Jane Low    20 Prospect Street 

Anne E. Wall    6 Marguerite Avenue 

    

FY 15/16-53: Consider and Take Action Regarding Reappointment to the Board of 

Assessment Appeals 

It was moved by Councilor Washington, seconded by Councilor Rivers and voted unanimously to 

reappoint the following individuals to the Board of Assessment Appeals: 

Harriette S. Howard   7 Spice Bush Lane 

Quentin Johnson   85 Woodland Avenue 

William Ortiz    3 Hampton Lane 

 

FY 15/16-54: Consider and Take Action Regarding Disbanding Old Building Committees 

Mayor Joan Gamble officially disbanded the following building committees: 

High School Building Committee 

Carmen Arace Building Committee 

Elementary School Building Committee 

 

FY 15/16-55: Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Allocating $5,000 for the Filley Pond 

Committee for Advertising Expenses 

This item was referred to the next scheduled Administration & Education Subcommittee 

scheduled for Monday, March 7, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Mayor’s Report 

 

No report at this time. 

 

 



 

Town Manager’s Report  

 

Mr. Schenck, Jr., Town Manager reported the following updates to the Town Council: 

 

Mr. Schenck, Jr. and representatives from Goman & York visited the following local businesses 

this month: 

 

 CIGNA 

 Absolute Machine Company 

 Kohler-Lea 

 S & S Centerless Grinding 

 

The FY 2016/2017 Town Budget is fast approaching.  On Thursday, March 10, 2016, the Board 

of Education and Town Budget Overview/Presentation will be presented. A Public Hearing for the 

town budget is scheduled for Tuesday, March 22, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

It was moved by Councilor Washington, seconded by Councilor Rivers to approve the 

minutes of January 25, 2016 with an amendment and noted corrections. 

 

VOTE:  AYE: J. Gamble, S. Schulman, J. Washington, W. Hypolite, L. Rivers, J. 

Neuwirth, P. DeLorenzo, D. Seldon 

  NAY: None 

  ABSTAIN:  J. Merritt 

 

The motion passes:  8-0-1 

 

 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Councilor Merritt reiterated the importance of concerns and comments made by the public.  In 

addition, the Council is committed to future discussions regarding policy changes with tax 

incentives for businesses. 

 

Councilor Washington wished Mrs. Harriette Howard a Happy Birthday.  He also mentioned the 

excellent response of two officers that was called to his home.  He will recognize them at the 

March meeting.  Councilor Washington also contributed a Black History fact of Mrs. Shirley 

Chisholm.   In 1968, she became the first African American woman elected to the United States 

Congress, and represented New York's 12th Congressional District for seven terms from 1969 to 

1983. In 1972, she became the first major-party black candidate for President of the United States, 

and the first woman ever to run for the Democratic Party's presidential nomination. 



 

Councilor Hypolite thanked Mayor Gamble for scheduling a meeting with residents for further 

discussions.  He also commended both the Council and CEEC for their effort in recommending a 

10-point plan for improved democracy and transparency.  The Finance subcommittee will continue 

to establish tax abatement principles. Councilor Hypolite commended Councilor Rivers on his 

efforts to have recognition for Black History month. 

 

Councilor Rivers recognized Bloomfield High School on their academic excellence as well as their 

athletics.  The Girls Track team won their 7th consecutive championship and the Boys Track team 

won their 4th championship. 

 

Councilor Seldon commented on the proposed legislative changes regarding transparency.  He 

reiterated the Council’s initial decision regarding Niagara, in which Council voted to bring new 

jobs, tax revenue and improve economic growth to town.  He thanked all of the residents for their 

advocacy. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

At 11:06 p.m., it was moved by Councilor Washington, seconded by Councilor Seldon and 

voted unanimously to enter into Executive Session A. – Discussion Concerning Resolution of 

Pending Litigation with the Town Council, Town Manager, Assistant to the Town Manager, 

Town Engineer and Attorney Emily Holland. 

 

At 11:19 p.m., it was moved by Councilor Merritt, seconded by Councilor Washington and 

voted unanimously to exit Executive Session A and enter into regular session. 

 

At 11:20 p.m., Council Item FY 15/16-56:  Consider and Take Action Regarding Resolution 

of Pending Litigation was moved by Councilor Merritt, seconded by Councilor DeLorenzo 

and voted unanimously to authorize the attorney to enter into settlement with JMS 

Newberry, pending approval of language by Attorney Marc Needelman. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

At 11:22 p.m., it was moved by Councilor Merritt, seconded by Councilor DeLorenzo and 

voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting. 

  



 

 



 





 

 



 

 



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


